Children's Work News

™ spring 2009

Year of the Child 2009

Throughout 2009, to develop school-church links, we will be offering special events at the
Cathedral and in your area to celebrate Year of the  Child.
Year of the Child 2009 was launched in the Diocese with a very successful weekend at St Gabriel's
Conference Centre, Ditchingham from 28" — 30" November 2008. Over 100 delegates spent a busy
weekend involved in workshops, talks, music, discussion and worship aimed at encouraging and
supporting the growth of children’s work in churches and schools. The weekend was opened by
Bishop Nigel, and continued with an exciting and energetic performance by Rhema Theatre Co. on
Saturday night. Other highlights of the weekend included a chance to experience the Labyrinth and
the closing worship on Sunday, which involved dancers from All Saints Primary School, Laxfield who
performed a very moving dance based on the Cross. Delegates were encouraged to sign ‘Pledge
Cards’ during the weekend detailing commitments they would make for children during the coming
year. These cards were taken up to the altar with the offertory during the closing worship session. If
this is something you would like to consider doing in your own Parish — and you would like a
template of the Pledge card used at Ditchingham, please contact us.
Dates for your Diary

During the Spring Term we will be holding our first (10am — 3pm) at St
Nicholas Centre, Ipswich on Sat 7 " March. This will give children from across the Diocese, a
chance to discuss their views of church. It is not too late to send or bring two or three children from
your group to take up this opportunity. Please contact us for further information.
In the Summer, we shall be holding a major eventhwive arecalling (15" — 21°
June). Schools are being invited to create art instaltetim the Cathedral for an exhibition which
examines the Spiritual nature of Children. Thenwoeild like to invite you and your children to:
Invitation

Saturday 20" June 2009
11.00am — 4.00pm.
Please contact Liz Kirby ( details below) for a Booking Form

Helen Woodroffe
Finally if you would prefer to receive Children’'s W ork News via email please let us know. It
would help us to keep down our use of paper and red uce our postage costs.

for Christian Aid
Saturday 25 ™ April 2009 10am — 3pm
A walk around central Ipswich using locations frém Ipswich Monopoly board.
Money raised will go to the Christian Aid speciabject in Ethiopia which involves the
provision of clean water, AIDS clinics, support feomen and children and funding mob
health workers.
For every £1 raised the EU will add a further £3
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CORE TRAINING

CORE Skills Course
at the
Discovery Centre, Bury St Edmunds

Core skills will help you to grow in the knowledge, skills and understanding you need to work with
children and nurture them in their faith journey. Whether you are experienced, new to children’s
work or hoping to start, this course will inspire and refresh you and the work you do.
January - April 2009: 5 Sessions 7.30 — 9pm
Module 1. 22™ January: Child Development
Module 2. 5" February: Children & Community
Module 3. 5™ March: Pastoral Awareness
Module 4. 19" March: Spirituality & the Bible
Modules 5+6. 2™ April: Leadership Skills & Programme Planning
Cost:  £25.00 for the omplete course, £5.00 per module

GODLY PLAY INTRODUCTORY DAY
Saturday 28 ™ February 2009
at
St Edmunds Catholic Church,
Bury St Edmunds

GODLY PLAY CONFERENCE 2009
Thursday 24 ™ Sept. — Saturday 26 ™ Sept.

10.am - 4.pm
Godly Play offers young children, and the | - Sessions to include the complete Godly
adults who work with them, an Play experience.
opportunity to explore their spirituality in - Arrival at 1.30 p.m. on Thursday for
a space that is safe and sacred. introductory sessions & supper.
Come and hear the stories of our faith - Practical sessions on Friday from 9 -5
tradition, and see the materials, which p.m. including lunch
help us to tell them. - Presentations and plenary on Saturday

ending with lunch and departing at 2 p.m.
Further Introductory Days can be arranged

on request. o .
Please contact: Liz Kirby — details below

Please contact: Liz Kirby — details below
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There will be a Training Course in the new year for all those who would like to

1.

2.

3.

6

consider becoming a Cathedral Children’s Guide:

Monday 12" January (10am — 3pm): Overview of course / Introductioritte life and work of the
Discovery Centre and the Cathedral / Being a Ciltr Guide.
Thursday 22" January (10am — 3pm) History Curriculum visits: The StafyEdmund / The Abbey
& town of Bury St Edmunds.
Thursday 5" February (10am — 3pm): Religious Education visits: The €fiain Journey / Signs &
Symbols / Pilgrimage Days including Reflective $teling.
Monday 23° February (10am — 3pm): Art & Design visits: Art & Design @uffolk’s Cathedral /
Art & Spirituality / Cathedral Design & Practice.
Thursday 5" March (10am — 3pm): First Aid / ‘Specials’ — Advent, G#emas, Lent, Retreats.
Monday 16" March (10am — 3pm): Practical skills / Developing therkvof the Discovery Centre.
Thursday 19" + Friday 20" March: (times to be allocated) Practical Assessmenndutent @
Discovery Centre.
Thursday 2" April (time to be agreed): Qualifications

Please ring or email us if you are interestedletails below

DICEOVERY CENTRE OPEN FVENOAGS
SPRIVGTERM O

Light refreshments available
Please ring to check details

=
=
&

e 4.30 - 6.30 p.m
Pictures of creation I "y
contributed by children from across the | $
Diocese. ' %&
Available until end of February, for a donation of
£4.00 SECOND HAND BOOKS FOR SALE
o o o Open The Book
Familly Activity Day 2009 Training Day
at the Discovery Centre
St Edmundsbury Cathedral ( "#) *+&
#$ % & % ( .-
#(O )*( COST: £10.00 individual

Reflective stories, crafts, activities and game

Saints Alive! £20.00 for a team of 3 @re
C, =)

BRING OWN LUNCH BUT DRINKS PROVIDED
Book with Helen Matter:
for all the family. helenm@stedmundsbury.anglican.org

Donations welcomed
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Having undergone trials with KS2 pupils, this 10treesquare 'set’ incorporates 13 sho
reflective stories linked by a winding pathway obtsteps. Children progress round th
labyrinth in groups of 6 to the different statiomisere trained storytellers introduce the 'l
story' of the Christian faith

Liz Kirby: Discovery Centre Administrator
Tel: 01284 748731 aadmin.dc@stedscathedral.co.uk
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Tuesday 5™ May
&()
Christ Church
‘Our national church company travels Moreton Hall, Bury St Edmunds.
throughout the UK, performing high quality )
theatre in churches, at the Edinburgh Festival, + -t +
Conferences, Christian Festivals and in ‘ ./ ' 0&1 ( 2
Primary Schools, and can offer anything from 3 '4'5676&(58 ##
a one-off performance, to running drama
holiday clubs, or a week of theatre mission in
your area.’ w.. o
45' ok
& /( !
CoE ¢ B
We would like to organise a Tour if there is Sk wsl | | | | "0
sufficient interest — if you would like your $ 47 9
church to take part please contact us. i} ; | )5
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