
About the Interest Groups 
 

A. Ministries in the Diocese and C of E 
Basic information about the range of 
ministries, paid & voluntary, ordained 
& lay, in the local and wider Church. 
  

B. Too busy to pray? 
Realistic reflection on the pressures 
and privileges of ministry, and how 
to balance its demands with the call 
to care for your family and yourself.   
 

C. How do I know God’s will?   
Explores how a calling is discerned 
individually and corporately, eg 
through prayer, discussion, selection 
processes, awareness of local need.   

 
D. What happens on DMC? 
Explains how you access the Diocesan 
Ministry Course, and the training 
pathways for OLMS, Readers and ALMs. 
 

E. Lay Elder 
Lay people commissioned to be  
pastors or lead worship in their 
benefice. A unique Suffolk ministry. 
Training is parish or Deanery based. 
 

F. Reader 
Lay people licensed to lead worship, 
preach and teach in their benefice.  
A recognised Anglican lay ministry. 
Training is through DMC.   

G. Acknowledged Local Ministers (ALMs)  
ALMs are lay people commissioned 
to be Pastors, Evangelists, Children’s 
or Youth Workers in the local 
church. Training is through DMC. 
  

H. Ordained Local Ministers (OLMs)  
OLMs are priests who preside at the 
sacraments, preach, teach and care for 
people in their local congregation and 
community. They may have a secular 
job. Training is through DMC.   
 

I. Non-stipendiary Ministers (NSMs) 
NSMs are priests who preside at the 
sacraments, preach, teach and care for 
people, usually beyond their home 
congregation. They may have a secular 
job. They train on the Regional Course.   
 

J. SM 
Stipendiary Ministers are full-time 
clergy, usually parish priests. They  
preside at the sacraments, preach, 
teach and care for people. Training is 
usually at a residential College. 
 

K. Talk with Vocations Adviser 
Book a one-to-one talk with one of 
the Diocese’s Vocations Advisers, 
experienced in listening to explorers.  

 

Please opt for 3 Groups on the Reply Slip. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Ministries Fair 
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What’s it about? 
The Fair is a chance to find out about  
lay and ordained ministries in our own 
Diocese and in the wider Church. You 
can meet others exploring vocation, 
ask questions, and talk with lay and 
ordained ministers working in Suffolk.  
 
It is open-ended and not part of any 
selection process. Coming to it does 
not commit you to any further steps. 
 
It is organised and run by lay and 
ordained people from the Diocese. 
 
Who can come? 
The Fair is for anyone wondering 
about a call to Christian ministry, 
however vaguely.  You are welcome 
to bring your spouse, friend or anyone 
supporting you in your exploration.   
 

Venue 
Christ Church, Symonds Rd, Moreton 
Hall Bury St Edmunds IP32 7EW 
There is a church car park. If you 
need a map, ask on the Reply Slip. 
 

Booking 
By post, phone, email to Mark Sanders 
(see Reply Slip).  Queries to Mark, or 
Elizabeth Moore tel 01359 233050 
elizabeth@stedmundsbury.anglican.org 
 

Programme 
 

18.45 Arrivals and Drinks 

19.00 Welcome  

 

19.10 Interest Group 1 

19.50 Interest Group 2 

20.30 Interest Group 3 

 

21.15 Plenary and Closing Worship 
 
Interest Groups 
Discuss issues which arise in exploring 
God’s call, or find out about different  
ministries from people doing them 
now.  On the Reply Slip, choose up to 
3 Groups (see overleaf), or 2 Groups + 
a meeting with a Vocations Adviser. 
 

 
 
 
Another resource… 
 

Exploring Vocation   

Diocesan Course (Saturday + 5 

evenings) run in different venues 

throughout the year.  Details:  

Sheila Burnham 01284 749435 

sheila@stedmundsbury.anglican.org 

 

 

Reply Slip         RSVP by 17th June 
 

To Mark Sanders, The Rectory 
Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh 
IP13 6UF    tel 01473 735182   
revmarksanders@tiscali.co.uk 
 

I am coming to the Fair on 24th June 08  
 
Name…………………………………………  

Address…………………….…………………

……………………………………………….. 

Tel……………………….…………………… 

Email………………………..………………… 

Parish………………………………………… 

 
Person coming with me (if applicable)  
 

…………..…………………………………… 
 
 

Choice of Interest Groups (� 3 max) 
 

� A  � B    � C   � D   � E   � F 
� G  � H   �  I   � J   � K 
 
 
Need a map? Yes  /  No  
 
How I heard about the Fair (eg Vicar 
E-News, Vocations Adviser….) 
 

 K =  talk with        
Vocations Adviser 


