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How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, 
meet the needs of all learners? 
 
Summary analysis 
 
The SEF judges this area to be outstanding and supports this with strong evidence. For 
example, it states that the school aims encourage spiritual awareness through close links with 
the local churches, assemblies and special events. The strong promotion of Christian values 
have a positive influence on pupils’ attitudes to learning and create a caring, supportive and 
happy environment. The school is fully inclusive. Pupils quickly settle and feel safe and 
secure. Pupils achieve well reflecting sustained and consistently high quality teaching. Their 
achievement are praised and rewarded e.g in weekly celebration assemblies attended by 
parents. The SEF says that pupils are encouraged to grow in independence, and to take 
increasing responsibilities as they grow older. The Ofsted Section 5 inspection in April 2008 
judged pupils’ personal and their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development both to be 
outstanding.  The report states that the school’s strong and well-defined Christian ethos 
provides pupils with excellent spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
 
The SEF states that the school works hard to give pupils rich multi-cultural experiences in a 
Christian context, there are close links with the local community and pupils support a wide 
range of charities locally and further afield. Relationships and behaviour are excellent  and 
that there is clear evidence of the school's distinctive Christian character in the school 
environment and in the ‘Blog’ on the school’s web site 
 
Hypothesis 
 
Evidence suggests that this is a very strong area and supports the school’s judgment of 
outstanding (Grade1). Support for personal and spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development appears to be extremely strong. The Ofsted judgement that the school’s very 
distinctive ethos is a great strength reinforces the evidence in the SEF about the support of 
the school environment for pupils’ achievement and well being. 
 
Issues to explore during the inspection 
 
The extent to which  
·  Evidence of the ways in which the school’s Christian character supports learners’   

achievement, makes them feel valued and special, and enables to flourish as individuals. 
·  The ways the school’ Christian values drive the work of the school and influence   
       relationships. 
 

What is the impact of collective worship on the sch ool 
community? 
 
Summary analysis 
 
The SEF judges this area to be good (Grade 2)  
 
It states that assemblies are very important in bringing the school together and reinforcing the 
values which are at the centre of school life. The school’s collective worship is essentially 
Christian in character and offers children opportunities to reflect, pray and experience the awe 
and wonder of the world around them within the framework of worship. Worship is led by the 
headteacher, all teaching staff, pupils  and a visitor each week from outside the school 
including clergy. The Rector, Curate and Elders of the parish church play a significant part in 
leading worship. The headteacher co-ordinates worship and the Collective Worship policy is 
reviewed regularly and updated as appropriate. Pupils have positive attitudes towards 
collective worship. They are actively involved and consulted about its impact.  
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The SEF indicates that prayer is important in school life and includes a regular staff prayer 
group which meets before school. Pupils use prayers from the Anglican tradition as well as 
others. The SEF suggests good support for the development of learners understanding of 
Anglican faith and practice links. Major Christian feasts are celebrated and pupils visit the 
parish church once or twice a term. They also have opportunities to join the worship at the 
parish church each Sunday. Evidence indicates that the parish church is used well as a 
resource for Christian learning and to help pupils to understand Anglican practices e.g the 
significance of the Eucharist. 
 
Hypothesis 
 
There appear to be very good opportunities and high levels of participation in worship which 
suggest that provision for collective worship may be stronger than the school’s judgement of 
good (grade 2). This backed by the apparent strengths in  the school’s commitment to 
delivering richness in pupils experience of worship, links with the parish clergy and church, 
the Christian themes, pupils’ involvement and positive attitudes, opportunities for prayer and  
reflection, planning and evaluation, and support for the development of understanding of 
Anglican faith and practice. These strengths suggest a judgement of outstanding (Grade 1) 
 
Issues to explore during the inspection 
 
·  The extent to which learners develop an understanding of the Anglican faith and practice 
·  The extent to which staff derive inspiration and affirmation from  worship 
·  Ways in which evaluation and consultation with students especially, have helped to 

change worship in assemblies 
 
 

How effective is religious education? 
 
How important is RE in the life of the school and h ow is this demonstrated? 
 
The SEF judges this area to be outstanding (grade 1) 
 
The SEF indicates that RE is regarded as a very important part of the curriculum. Excellent  
resources including ICT,  help to make teaching and learning lively and engaging for all 
pupils. Evidence indicates that religious education is very well-planned to cover predominately 
Christian themes, and is very well co-ordinated. The co-ordinator has excellent subject 
knowledge, keeps up to date and supports the teaching of other staff to enhance the quality of 
teaching and learning. The SEF states that the Rector as the link governor, together with 
other governors, actively supports and enriches teaching, and builds a very strong 
relationships with children. The majority of teaching and learning is judged to be outstanding 
and the rest good. Most teachers have very good subject knowledge – half the staff are 
practising Christians. Work is well matched to pupils’ learning  needs and styles. Pupils make 
very good progress. Their work is marked for improvement and they are given time to 
respond to the comments made. Teaching and learning and  learning  in religious education 
are evaluated in the school SEF and the headteacher advises all teachers on the teaching of 
religious education. 
 
Hypothesis 
It would seem that RE contributes very effectively to the school's distinctive Christian 
character and to give strong support for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. Teaching and learning appear to be excellent. Evidence supports the school’s 
outstanding (grade 1) judgement. 
 
Issues to explore during the inspection 
 
·  Quality of teaching and learning 
·  Impact of RE on promoting the school's distinctive Christian character and on pupils’ 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  



 

SIAS Update 4 0906 4 

How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a 
church school? 
 
Summary analysis 
 
The SEF judges this area to be outstanding (grade 1) 
 
There is strong evidence of the deep commitment of the headteacher, foundation governors 
and staff to promoting the distinctive Christian character of the school through a Christian 
based curriculum, well planned worship and ensuring visual evidence of the Christian 
character of the school displayed in the school hall and other areas. The SEF states that the 
headteacher is extremely committed to the centrality of Christ within the school and is a 
strong spiritual role model. Governors and senior staff attend church conferences and 
training. The headteacher has set up a local Christian Headteacher support group. 
Appointment procedures make clear the Christian nature of the school. They include prayer 
and staff are asked if they are prepared to take an active role in Christian activities.  
The SEF provides clear evidence of very strong links with the parish church and local 
community. It states that the school is a central focus of the local community and works with 
other local churches and groups in addition to the parish church, inviting them to lead worship 
and join in celebrations and activities. Evidence reflects a strong working partnership between 
the school, churches and community which includes services in the parish church attended by 
parents and other adults, using churches to support the curriculum, displays of pupils’ work in 
the parish church and an after school club run in partnership with governors and members of 
the parish church. The school supports fundraising for the parish church and community 
events, and shares resources with the church and community groups 
 
Hypothesis 
 
The headteacher’s commitment and leadership and the support of Foundation Governors 
appear to be extremely strong, and effective in promoting the support of staff, parents and the 
wider community for the distinctive Christian character of the school. This commitment seems 
to be enhanced by very strong links with the parish church and other denominations. The 
aims, mission statement and expressed vision of the school reflect Christian values but do not 
refer specifically to these. The ways in which the realisation of the school’s vision is monitored 
and evaluated by all stakeholders are not clear. The need for evidence of such monitoring 
suggests a good (grade 2) judgement rather than the outstanding judgment given by the 
school for this area.  
 
Issues to explore during the inspection 
 

·  Procedures for monitoring and evaluating the achievement and impact of the school’s 
vision of its distinctive Christian character 

 
 

Main focus for the inspection 
 
 
Evidence of the ways in which the school’s Christia n character enables learners to achieve 
well and flourish as individuals; and of how the sc hool monitors and evaluates the 
achievement and impact of its distinctive Christian  character 
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