Term 3 Session 7 Sure Foundations

Way in

They found him sitting in the temple surrounded
by the teachers, listening to them and putting
guestions. Luke 2:46

Son though he was, he learned obedience
through the school of suffering.  Hebrews 5:8

What Gospel stories suggest that Jesus grew
in his faith and in his understanding of God,
and that he learned things from other people?

How do you feel about the idea that Jesus had a journey of faith, just as we do?

Explore

Through the Lifeline exercise, consider what has shaped your faith and life. Do this quietly and
individually. Then share as much as you wish of your Lifeline in 2s or 3s. Consider:

What has encouraged or inspired you?

What has challenged you?

At this point in your life, who or what feeds your faith?
Did the Lifeline activity bring any surprises?

Reflection
If you wish, place all the Lifeline sheets around a central candle or cross.
Keep a time of quiet. In the silence, reflect how you might follow up your work on your Lifeline.

Perhaps there are things

You may like to note them here.
to thank God for? or to confess?
to thank another person for?

to think and pray about?

to do?

to change?

As a group, you could use the prayer You keep us.... to draw all your reflections together.



Term 3 Session 7

for reflection

We believe in God,

In Jesus Christ,

In the Holy Spirit,

And in you and me.

We believe the Holy Spirit works through
Balloons and ministers,

Daisies and wriggly children,
Clanging cymbals and silence,
Drama and the unexpected,

Choirs and banners,

Touching and praying,

Spontaneity and planning,

Faith and doubt,

Tears and laughter,

Leading and supporting,

Hugging and kneeling,

Dancing and stillness,

Applauding and giving,

Creativity and plodding,

Words and listening,

Holding and letting go,

‘Thank you’ and ‘Help me’,

Scripture and alleluias,

Agonizing and celebrating,
Accepting and caring,

Through you and through me,
Through Love.

We believe God'’s Holy Spirit lives

In this community of dancing, hand-holding
People where lines of age and
politics and lifestyles are crossed.
We believe in responding to God’s grace
And in love and justice for all people.
We believe in dreams and visions.
We believe in old people running
and children leading.

We believe in the Kingdom of God within us.

We believe in Love. Author unknown.
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for worship

You keep us waiting.

You, the God of all time,

want us to wait

for the right time

in which to discover

who we are,

where we must go,

who will be with us,

and what we must do.

So thank you....for the waiting time.

You keep us looking.

You, the God of all space,

want us to look

in all the right and wrong places

for signs of hope,

for people who are hopeless,

for visions of a better world which will appear
among the disappointments

of the world we know.

So thank you. .. .for the looking time.

You keep us loving.

You, the God whose name is Love,

want us to be like you - to love

the loveless, the unlovely, and the unlovable;
to love without jealousy or design or threat;
and, most difficult of all, to love ourselves.
So thank you.. .for the loving time.

And in all this, you keep us.

Through hard questions

with no easy answers;

through failing where we hoped to succeed,
and making an impact

when we felt we were useless;

through the patience and the dreams

and the love of others;

and through Jesus Christ and his Spirit,

you keep us.
So thank you...for the keeping time,
and for now, and for ever, Amen.

ITona Community Worship Book.
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