Term 3 Session 2 Members of the Body

Way in

If a stranger came into your congregation
during Sunday worship (see | Cor. 14:23-25),
what would they think is going on?

Bible study

Become once again the Church at Corinth,

as the characters you met last session. _
Deaconess Phoebe of Cenchreae leads worship

Re-read briefly | Cor. chs.11-14. You, the Christians of Corinth, heard these words from Paul
read at one of your meetings for worship. In your Corinthian persona, what is your response?
Tick the nearest, or add your own:

- | agree with Paul - he's criticising other people, of course, not me

- | disagree - he is misinformed / prejudiced / theologically flawed, etc
- Wow! | never thought of it like that

- Haven't a clue what he's on about - it's all Greek to me

- What business has he telling us what to do?

- No comment - I'm just a simple Christian, | leave it to the experts

- I never listen to the sermon

- Who is this Paul guy, anyway?

- Interesting - let's set up a committee to work on it

As the Corinth PCC, discuss the issues
Paul has raised in chs. 11-14. These are CORINTH PCC AGENDA

the headings on your PCC Agenda: 1. Appropriate dress for

both sexes in worship
Arrangements for the
Lord's Supper

Use of spiritual gifts

4. Prophets & public order

Have a Chairman to manage the discussion. 2

Have a Scribe to write up comments on newsprint.

w

So far as is possible, come to a common mind.

As the PCC, write a reply to Paul with your reactions to his comments, and informing him of the
decisions you've made on the above matters, any action you will be taking, etc.

Reflect

How can you share with your own Church what you have learned from your visit to Corinth?

The picture of Phoebe is by Dina Cormick of Durban, South Africa, based on Romans 16:1-2.



Term 3 Session 2

for reflection

A Laodicean estate agent writes

The developers have moved in

on 1Corinthians 13

(a delightful period chapter

retaining many of the original features)

The structural survey found
Faith, Hope and Love
inadequate for modern requirements

The valuers found
that it profited them nothing

The planning office saw
as in a glass, darkly

The architect
believed all things

The contractor
hoped all things

The neighbours
endured all things

The builders
spoke with the tongues of men
and definitely not angels

and now it's done and back on the market
these three remain
Ambition, Fear and Need

and the greatest of these
is never satisfied

Godfrey Rust

Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus
n xoplg tov Kuprov Incov
hé charis tou Kuriou Iésou

be with you all
ned” vuov
meth humon I Cor. 16:23

Members of the Body : Resources

Pentecost. A batik from India.

Being a grace-ful Church

The creative grace which is enacted in Jesus
is the same creative grace enacted

between human beings in the Church,

in 'the fellowship of the Holy Spirit'.

The Spirit is Jesus's Spirit and therefore
God's Spirit: it is what God gives in Jesus,
and that gift is always and invariably the
breaking of bondage and the dawn of hope.

In the events of Jesus

and the Spirit-in-the-Church,

Incarnation and Pentecost,

creative and generative power

is shown in the form of grace. That is,
creativity is seen to be exercised

in terms of compassionate acceptance,

the refusal of condemnation, the assurance
of an abiding relationship of healing love.

Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Wales, consecrated
Archbishop of Canterbury 2003.

@ How does your own local Church
recognise, celebrate and use
the gifts of all its members?

@ How can you help it to do this?



