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Ten ways for churches to 
celebrate 

Year of the Child 2009 
 

1. Review the place of children in the life of the 
church.  Consider how to give children a voice in 
your church e.g. by hearing regularly from the 
Junior Church, a local school, Brownie leader or 
sport’s club.  You do not have to have children 
in your church to do this. 

 
2. Appoint a children’s advocate on your church 

council, possibly as an addition to the ‘safe-
guarding’ role.  Invite them to play the ‘child’ 
card on every occasion – rather like playing the 
‘joker’ – so the position of children is never neglected.  

 
3.  Discuss the UN Rights of the Child (www.unicef.org.uk) and 

‘Sharing the Good News with Children’ together. 
(www.cofe.anglican.org/info/education/children/childrensstrateg
y.rtf)  Create your own Children’s Charter and put it into action - 
see www.cofe.anglican.org/info/education/children/charter.html. 

 
4. Review how families are prepared for baptism in your 

church.  Invite Helen Woodroffe, the Diocesan 
Children’s Officer, to help you develop well-
structured preparation, a meaningful service, and 
exciting follow-up for both the families and the 
local church.  Contact Helen on 01284 747467. 

 
5. Ask questions about worship in your church e.g. 

What do adults do in a service that children 
could do instead?  Are children really welcome 
or only theoretically so?  It is too late to 
introduce child-friendly adaptations when 
children arrive.   
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6. Get involved in local schools, children’s clubs or 
other activities in the locality e.g. Brownies, 
Scouts, sports’ teams, story clubs at the local 
library.  Offer practical, positive and prayerful 
support to those who work in schools and who 
lead children’s activities and clubs.  Celebrate 
their work with children through displays and 
invitations to speak in church. 

 
7. Create a special Year of the Child 

2009 banner with children and 
parents working together.  Use it as a 
focus to start some new projects in 
your own church e.g. a children’s 
choir, a school club, a weekend praise 
party, a ‘messy church’ group, an 
‘Open the Book’ team for a school.  
Bring the banner out at church 

services and school assemblies to advertise your own, and 
Diocesan-wide, events to celebrate Year of the Child. 

 
8. Plan to have fun together as a church family e.g. organising a 

church tea-party or away-day, packing Christmas boxes for 
Samaritan’s Purse, joining the Historic Churches Bike Ride, going 
to the panto or the seaside, building a festival labyrinth for 
Easter, organising a ‘Big Sing’, a community clean-up or a 
games evening.  Invite children to help with the planning. 

 
9. Ask children for ideas of how to support 

a children’s charity and raise money 
with them e.g. to support a local 
children’s hospice or the annual 
Children’s Society Christingle appeal.  

 
10. Find out about ‘Open the Book’, a 

nationwide project to enable children in the primary years to 
hear stories of the Bible in school 
assemblies.  Search out the 
storytellers, costume and prop-
makers hiding in churches in your 
area to create a local team.  Contact 
Barbara Gallagher (Open the Book: 
Suffolk) for more details: 01449 
711337.   


