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D2  VERSIONS OF SCRIPTURE  
AUTHORISED FOR USE IN WORSHIP 

 
While the Church of England authorises the Lectionary (what passages are to be read on 
which occasion) it does not authorise particular translations of the Bible.  Nevertheless, 
among the criteria by which versions of Scripture are judged suitable for reading in church 
during the course of public worship are the following: 
 

• Faithfulness in translating the Hebrew or Greek 
• Resonance with the language of prayer used in the particular authorised service 
• Suitability for reading aloud in a public gathering 
• Use of familiar language in well-known quotations or figures of speech 
• Familiarity to the listener 
• Intelligibility to the listener 
• Appropriateness to the linguistic register of the particular congregation 

 
A distinction needs to be drawn between translation and paraphrase. Versions which are 
read in church during the course of public worship should be translations of the Bible, not 
paraphrases of it. In less formal contexts, paraphrases may be useful 
 
Versions of Scripture which are translations and appear to satisfy at least four of the 
criteria set out in paragraph 1 above include: 
 

• The Authorised Version or King James Bible (AV), published in 1611, of which a 
Revised Version was published in 1881-5 

• The Revised Standard Version (RSV), originally published in the USA in 1952 and 
based on the 1901 American Standard Version of the 1881 revision of the AV  

• The New International Version (NIV), copyrighted 1973-1984 by the International 
Bible Society 

• The New Jerusalem Bible (NJB), published in 1985 – a revision of the Jerusalem 
Bible (JB), originally published in 1966, which was based on the Bible de Jérusalem 
(1956) 

• The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), an inclusivized revision of the RSV, 
published in an Anglicized version in 1989 

• The Revised English Bible (REB), published in 1989 – a revision of the New 
English Bible (NEB), which was originally published between 1961 and 1970 

• The English Standard Version (ESV), published in 2002 and based on the RSV, 
with priority given, in the area of gender language, to rendering literally what is in 
the original 

 
Decisions about which version to use on which occasion are best made as locally as 
possible. 
 
It should be noted that the NIV and the ESV do not include the Apocrypha, which is a 
necessary resource for Church of England lectionaries.   
 
Some of the translations listed in paragraph 3 are ‘inclusive’ translations which avoid the 
use of masculine nouns and pronouns when reference is made to women as well as men. 
Where a masculine noun or pronoun is used in the original language, making an English 
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text ‘inclusive’ necessarily involves a degree of departure from accurate translation. A 
conscious choice would have to be made between the two criteria of inclusivity and 
accuracy in respect of any of these versions. 
 
 

2005  
 
 
 
 

 
D2  Versions of Scripture   - 2 - 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


